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FOREWORD 



A good portion of the Sanskrit Literature in the field of 
Pur anas and Kavyas, and latterly in the* field of Dramas, has been 
already rendered into Telugu, There are also a few books in 
Telugu on Dharma^astras, Mathematics, Medicine and Philosophy. 
But the bulk of the Sanskrit scientific literature is yet a sealed 
book to the non- Sanskrit -Knowing Andhras, and the publication 
of the present volume under the auspices of the Andhra 
University, is, therefore, welcome. Mimamsa literally enquiry 
is the name given to the science which enquires into, and deter- 
mines the things predicated in the Vedas. The Vedas are usually 
regarded as consisting of two parts viz an Early (Piarva) part, 
and a later (Uttara) part, the former consisting of the Vedas 
proper, and the latter of the Upanishats, Uttaramlmamsa (enquiry 
into the Upanishats) is another name for Metaphysics or philo- 
sophy proper, and is fairly well known in learned circles. The 
present volume is a primer of Purvamimamsa and explains, in a 
succinet form, the first principles of interpreting the Vedtc Texts* 
and their application to the ritual enjoined therein. 

Unlike Uttaramimarnsa, the discourses cf Purvamimamsa are 
rather technical in their scope. But it will be found that the gene- 
ral principles underlying these discourses are capable of wider 
application, and are, as a matter of fact, applied in interpreting 
the Dharma astras, for instance. It is in this respect of its wider 
applicability that the Science of Purvamimamsa is of interest to the 
general reader, and Mr. Gopalakrishnamma is to be congratulated 
on being the first to attempt to introduce the subject to the Telugu 
readers. None is more competent than he to do it. His language 
is chaste. An average general reader would, perhaps, wish that the 
style were less terse and more explanatory; but the author seems 
to have preferred to stick to the form of the original as far as 
possible, to ensure its sense being brought out in tact. 



Muktiswaram \ 

7th July 1933. ) (Sd > J 
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